Autoimmune disease following the use of silicone gel-filled breast implants: a review of the clinical literature.
The association between the use of silicone breast implants and the later development of connective tissue disease was reviewed. Data from case reports (only 40 in the world literature), case series, case-control studies, surveys of plastic surgeons, and cohort studies provided no evidence of an association. In many studies, the appropriate information was not collected to evaluate the association. The case-control and cohort studies were too small to detect even moderately increased risks should they exist. Further prospective studies are required to determine the risks of connective tissue disease associated with the use of silicone breast implants.